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Abstract 

The paper examined the Fulani people and their origin, the menace of the Fulani herdsmen in 
Nigeria, concept of peace education, aims of peace education and the need for peace education 
in National integration. The most needed element in Nigeria at this critical time for peaceful 
co-existence and national integration is peace. Peace is an ingredient that promotes unity, non-
violence, economic growth and human development. But the concept of peace seems to be 
elusive in Nigeria because the Fulani herdsmen have destroyed many lives and properties 
worth millions of naira, which forced thousands of people to abandoned their homes and 
farmlands for safety.  There is need to change the orientation and perception of these people, 
thus peace education was offered as an antidote. Through peace education the behaviour 
patterns of the people could be changed in the desired direction because it brings about 
fundamental transformation in the way people live their lives and react to issues bordering on 
conflicts and to live in peace and harmony with one another in society. The paper made 
recommendations that peace education should be included in school curriculum as a core 
subject and also be studied in Adult Education Programmes, Colleges of Education, 
Polytechnics and Universities as a general course. 
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The most needed elements in Nigeria at this crucial time for peaceful co-existence and 
national integration is peace. Peace is an ingredient that promotes unity, non-violence, economic 
growth and human development. But the Fulani menace in Nigeria seems to make the concept of 
peace elusive. Okereke (2012) observes that there is increased rate of violence, kidnapping, 
insurgencies, vandalism, rape, unemployment, terrorist attacks, cultism, arm robbery and so on in the 
world. Nigeria is not exempted in these global challenges. The Fulani herdsmen in Nigeria have 
destroyed many lives and properties worth millions of naira. 

This recent wave of violence in Nigeria as observed by Kaegon (2014) (as cited in Kasarachi, 
2016) has disrupted socio-economic, religious and educational activities, political instability and 
threatened the national unity in Nigeria. These extra judiciary killings have forced thousands of 
people to abandon their homes and farmlands for safety. Okereke (2012) asserts that this unfolding 
violence have become so alarming that there is no gainsaying the fact that Nigeria is at a crossroad 
and gradually drifting to a conflict society. Therefore, peace education is a desideratum for managing 
the Fulani menace in Nigeria.  

According to UNESCO (2002) (as cited in Kasarachi, 2016), peace education entails the 
process of promoting knowledge, skills, attitudes and values needed to bring about change in the 
behaviour of children, youth, adults to prevent conflict and violence, both overt and structural so as to 
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resolve conflicts peacefully, and create conducive atmosphere for peace, whether at an intra-personal, 
inter-personal, inter-group, national and international levels. Alimba (2014) asserts that any form of 
educational programme that tailored toward promoting the ethics and rudiments of peace and 
militating conflict in peace education, empowers the learners to acquire necessary character, skills and 
knowledge to live in peace and harmony with people in geographical location despite their 
cultural/language differences.  

The impacts of peace education in managing the menace of Fulani herdsmen in Nigeria 
cannot be over-emphasized. This is because peace education is a pathway to a culture of peace. It also 
expopses the children and adult learners to the universal values and behaviour on which culture of 
peace is predicted, including the development of non-violent, conflict resolution skills and unites 
under one indivisible entity. Adam (2005) asserts that peace education brings about fundamental 
transformation in the way people live their lives and the way people react to issues bordering on 
conflict and crises. Peace education is any form of education that helps to reduce aggressiveness and 
destructive behaviour in the learners. 
There are strategies that can be employed to manage the menace of Fulani herdsmen in any form of 
educational programme in Nigeria. Gumut (2007) (as cited in Kasarachi, 2016) opines that school 
principals and teachers should teach peace education and create peace awareness in students. Thus, 
peace education should be institutionalized in the school curriculum including adult education 
programmes and Qua’anic (Koranic) education as a core subject, and extra-curricular activities such 
as peace clubs in the learning environments. Also, all the geo-political zones in Nigeria should 
organise peace discussion forum in regular basis to address issues of national interest in the country. 
 
The Fulani People and their Origin 

The Fulani or Fula/Fulah is an ethnic group in West Africa. The word Fulani is a borrowed 
term from Hausa. Fula or Fulah is a language that is widely spoken by the Mande people in West 
Africa. However, the language of Fulani is commonly known as "Fulfulde," "Pulaar," "Fula," or 
"Peul." Fulfulde is generally written in Roman script, although in the past it was written in Arabic. 

The Fulani people are descendants from Middle East and North Africa. However, the history 
of the Fulani began with the Berbers of North Africa around the 8th or 11th century AD. As the 
Berbers migrated down from North Africa and mixed with the people in the Senegal region of West 
Africa, the Fulani people then came into existence. Over a thousand years ago from AD 900 - 1900, 
they spread to most parts of West Africa and even into some areas of Central Africa (Anter, 2015).  

The Fulani migrants were predominantly Muslims. As the population increases, the number 
of converts to Islam also increased. In the opening of 18th century, there were revolts between the 
Fulani and the local people. Although, these revolts began as holy wars (jihads), after their success 
they followed the basic principle of Fulani ethnic dominance in most West African States. 

The situation in Northern Nigeria was quite different from that of West Africa because they 
entered an area more settled and developed than some areas in West African. At the time of their 
arrival, in the early fifteenth century, many Fulani settled as clerics in Hausa city-states such as Kano, 
Katsina and Zaria. Others settled among the local peoples during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries.  

The urban culture of the Hausa was attractive to many Fulani.  (http://www. 
encyclopedia.com/topic/Fulani.aspx, 2016). The Town or Settled Fulani became clerics, teachers, 
receiving correspondence and principal adviser to king (Gobir) and other positions in Hausa-land due 
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to better education (Islamic education). Soon they adopted the Hausa language, many forgetting their 
own Fulfulde language. Although, Hausa customs exerted an influence on the town Fulani, they did 
not lose touch with the Cattle or Bush Fulani. 

These ties proved useful when their strict adherence to Islamic learning and practice led them 
to join the jihads raging across West Africa. They tied their grievances to those of their pastoral 
relatives. The cattle Fulani resented what they considered to be an unfair cattle tax, one levied by 
imperfect Muslims (Hausa’s). Under the leadership of the outstanding Fulani Islamic scholar- Shehu 
Usman dan Fodio, the Fulani launched a jihad in 1804. By 1810, almost all the Hausa states had been 
defeated. After their victories, the Fulani generally eased their Hausa collaborators from positions of 
power and forged alliances with fellow Fulani. Also, the title of the Habe rulers in Hausa-land was 
changed to Emir and the position of the Emir and other vital positions were headed by the Fulani’s 
(Ofogbor, 2013). 
 
The Menace of the Fulani Herdsmen in Nigeria 

The cattle Fulani mostly move with their cattle’s from one destination to another in search of 
grazing land especially in the dry season. When the Fulani light-skinned herders are migrating, they 
are often accompanied by their dark-skinned sedentary kinsmen (urban or town Fulani), who are 
better educated, more dynamic as politicians, and were fanatical and versed as Muslims than the 
former. When the herders encounter local opposition to their encroachments, the sedentaries provide 
the requisite political and military strategy for resistance, and when the sedentaries felt the need for 
socio-religious cleansing (a jihad), the herdsmen provide the rank and file of the fighting forces. 
However, the Fulani herders in most cases settled in fertile areas to rear their cattle and when the 
migration continued to be dictated by economic and socio-political factors, increased trends of 
conflicts between the herders and their host communities (farmers) escalated. Many Nigerians lost 
their lives, properties/ farmlands or crops every year to Fulani herders. The conflicts between Fulani 
herdsmen and farmers came into existence as a result of encroachment of farmlands by the Fulani 
herders.  

The issue of Fulani herdsmen invading farmlands and destroying crops, most especially 
during the dry season, has been a serious concern to many Nigerians because it is causing disunity in 
the country among the various ethnic groups. There are several violent conflicts recorded in Nigeria in 
many rural communities, since the opening of the 21st century. The conflicts have resulted to over 
10,000 deaths and internal displacement of over 300,000 Nigerians. In 2003, Okaka town, an agrarian 
community in Itesiwaju Local Government Area of Oyo State was at the receiving end of this menace. 
During the invasion, cattle destroyed several farmlands in the community leading to widespread fear 
of hunger among the populace.  

Those who narrated their ordeal in that incident include the Nigerian Cassava Growers 
Association, which lost 97 hectares of cassava, estimated at about 20 million naira; two individuals in 
the community also lost 60 hectares respectively, while another Lagos-based farmer lost over 100 
hectares. 

Another described how he lost over 300,000 naira worth of yam seedlings, which he had 
prepared and covered up as he is used to, only to discover to his chagrin that all was gone. Resolved 
to stop this widespread ravage of their community, and equally filled with retaliatory passion and 
frustration, the farmers sprayed poisonous chemical on their farm products, which led to the death of 
several cattle. This recourse to self help by the people, further heightened tension between the 
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community farmers and herdsmen, who waited to avenge the death of their cattle’s. In Jigawa state 
alone, more than 70 cases of conflicts have been recorded since the beginning of the 2015 farming 
season. These cases bordered on encroachments into farms by cattle and misuse of cattle routes. For 
instance, on March 5th, 2015, in Riyan local area of Plateau state, 10 people were killed with more 
than 100 houses burnt and in 6th March, 2015, in Buwa village in Ibi local government area of Plateau 
state, many people were killed and many houses burnt (Ezeonwuka and Igwe, 2016). 

In March 25th, 2014, the Fulani herdsmen killed about sixty people in Gwer and Agatu local 
government area of Benue State. Few days later, another bloody fight between Tiv youths and the 
suspected Fulani herdsmen in which about 55 people were killed in Guma Local Government Area of 
the State. In the clash, heavy gun battle was said to have ensued in the besieged town for several hours 
forcing women and children to flee to nearby villages and Makurdi for safety (Ojawale, 2014). 
Nevertheless, at the opening of 2016, precisely in February, in Abbi, Uzo-Uwani local government 
area of Enugu state, 2 people were killed and 19 other were declared missing and several 
houses/motorcycles were raised down. Also in 25th April, at 2016, Nimbo, Uzo-Uwani local 
government area of Enugu state, 46 persons were killed and 14 people were seriously injured and 
admitted at Royal Cross Hospital, Nsukka and Bishop Shanahan Hospital, Nsukka. A  Roman 
Catholic Church, Christ Holy Catholic Church and 11 houses were burnt by the marauders 
(https://Nimbo_ massacre#attack, 2016). 

The situation is not different in Nasarawa, Adamawa, Ogun, Delta and Cross River states 
where Fulani herdsmen persistently engaged farmers in feuds that often resulted in serious causalities 
on both sides (Sun Newspaper, 2015). However, most worrisome in the present development is the 
pillaging, raping, killing and kidnapping by the so called Fulani herdsmen. Stories are found in the 
national dailies on daily basis of how these shepherds strategically attack several communities and 
houses, with sophisticated assault guns- AK-47.  

With these impunities one may not be wrong to ask where such weapons are coming from, if 
not from the wealthy owners of the cattle, who have high connection in the country or is it the 
intension of the Fulani’s to forcefully convert the entire Nigeria to their Islamic faith, just as the 
Fulani jihadist did in 1804 in Northern Nigeria which was led by Shehu Uthman dan Fodio. Equally 
begging for answers are the issues of the rape of women, robbery and kidnapping with ultimate intent 
for ransom. This issue came to a crescendo with the recent kidnapping of Chief Olu Falae, the former 
Secretary to the Government of the Federation, by the Fulani herdsmen, with whom he has been 
engaged in running battles, in his farm for the past years. Early in November, 2015, the Anglican 
Bishop of Jos, was completely robbed and denied of his herd of cattle’s, from his ranch by rustlers, 
who had previously written to him, frowning at his capability and audacity to run a ranch, knowing 
that he is not of Fulani stock. While being interviewed by a private television station, he lamented the 
depth of Nigeria’s descent to ethno-religious polarization, even to the extent of obtaining permission 
for one to engage in cattle ranching. He had wanted to know whether it is the exclusive natural and 
national reserve of the Fulani to posses and herd cattle (Ezeonwuka and Igwe, 2016). All these 
developments infringe on Nigeria’s national integration.  
 
The Concept of Peace Education 

Peace education is the education of man (humanity). It is manifestation of seeds of integral 
culture of body, vitality, mind, intellect, non-violence and spirit. These elements constitute in every 
man and woman without any discrimination of race or ethnic groups, languages and nationality. 
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Peace education is the process of acquiring the values, knowledge, developing attitudes, skills 
and behaviour to live in harmony with one another in society (Bonga, Dafiaghor and Adarighofua, 
2016). Ajala (2008) opines that peace education involves learning about peace making, peacekeeping 
and peace building, its ultimate objective goes beyond transmission of knowledge to development of 
peaceful people through appropriate knowledge, attitudes and skills about peace. Peace education is 
an attempt to respond to problems of conflict and violence in the society. Nsika-Abasi and Nneji 
(2010) see peace education as those aspects of education aimed at eliminating groups’ prejudices and 
hatred which make people to prefer war to peace, violence to non-violence, exclusion to cooperation 
and destruction to construction. 

There are numerous United Nations declarations on the importance of peace education. Ban 
Ki Moon, U.N. Secretary General dedicated the International Day of Peace 2013 to peace education as 
an effort to refocus minds and financing on the preeminence of peace education as the means to bring 
about a culture of peace. Koichiro Matsuura, the past Director- General of UNESCO, said, “Peace 
education is the fundamental importance to the mission of UNESCO and the United Nations”. 
In 1945, the United Nations was established to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war. 
The major aim is to maintain and promote peace globally. Peace education was developed as a means 
to achieve this goal. This education is directed to full development of the human personality and to 
strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedom. 
UNICEF and UNESCO are active advocates of education for peace. UNICEF describes peace 
education as schooling and other educational initiatives that: 
• Functions as zones of peace where children are safe from violent conflict. 
• Uphold children’s basic rights as outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
• Develop a climate that models peaceful and respectful behavior among all members of the 
learning community. 
• Demonstrate the principles of equality and non-discrimination in administrative policies and 
practices. 
• Draw on the knowledge of peace building that exist in the community, including means of 
dealing with conflict that are effective, non- violent and rooted in the local culture. 
• Handle conflicts in ways that respect the rights and dignity of all involved. 
• Integrate an understanding of peace, human rights, social justice and global issues throughout 
the curriculum. 
• Use teaching and learning methods that stress participation, problem solving and respect for 
cultural differences. 
• Enable children to put peace- making into practice in the educational setting as well as in the 
wider society. 
Generate opportunities for continuous reflection and professional development of all educators in 
relation to issues of peace, justice and rights. (Peace Education in UNICEF, 1999). 
Since the early decades of the 20th century, “Peace education” programmes around the world have 
represented a spectrum of focal themes, including international understanding, environmental 
responsibility, communication skills, non-violence, conflict resolution techniques, human rights 
awareness, tolerance of diversity, co-existence and gender equality, among others. Academic 
discourse on the subjects has increasingly recognized the need for a broader and more holistic 
approach to variation of peace education in conflict resolution training. 
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Aims of Peace Education 
In the past, peace education centered on the causes of war, an issue that grew as nations 

developed the capacity of destroying the human race completely. However, today, the scope of peace 
education includes not only the causes, the nature and the terrible consequences of war but also the 
study of violence in all forms. Such forms of violence as even present in our contemporary Nigerian 
society includes kidnapping, militancy, ethnic hatred, religious rivalry, injustice, poverty, destruction 
of life’s and properties, violence in the home, family, school, neighbourhood, organization and so 
forth. 

The basic aim of peace education is to save mankind from destroying a large portion or all of 
itself. Once we become aware of our suicidal behaviour, peace education points out to us the 
alternatives that can gradually slow down and stop this mad rush of conflict (Aggarwal, 2005). 

It is the job of peace education that help us make wise choices of what is right or wrong, good 
or bad. The difference between peace education and traditional  education or character education or 
moral education is the focused aim of peace education towards which these values are learned and 
practiced (Bonga, Dafiaghor and Adarighofua, 2016). 

Olokoba, Abdullahi, Tijani, Balogun and Haija (2013) (as cited in Kasarachi, 2016) highlight 
aims of peace education such as: 
Social Awareness: equipping students or participants in any form of educational programme with the 
knowledge, issues and problem of their environment, society and beyond through induction or cultural 
transmission. 
Social Sensibility: to enable learners to have first hand impression about the advantage peace and 
disadvantage of conflict. 
Social Integration: to encourage learners to study and bring together the diverse parts of the country 
with their cultural, economic, religion, and political diversities and cementing them into one cohesive 
whole for the economic good of all. 
Crisis Management: to educate participants of educational programme to handle crisis situation 
without lose to life and property.   
 
Need for Peace Education for National Integration 

The ideal global citizen is one who understands the importance of respecting human rights, 
and who is prepared to work collectively to end poverty, to improve the health and well- being of the 
society, to reclaim and protect the environment and to effect peaceful co-existence among individuals 
in different ethnic groups in Nigeria. Learning to make a living is not only the sole reason for getting 
education but also to earn a life that is beneficial, useful and peaceful. Human beings are social 
animals; their success in life is largely a matter of successful social relations. It is evident to note that 
the life of the students are important because it enriches one’s personal life, nurtures social 
adjustments, fosters friendship and understands whole life patterns. Seen from this perspective, one 
could see the necessity of teaching youths and adults the art of living together in mutual respect, 
justice, love and peace irrespective of cultural and religious differences and beliefs (Bonga, Dafioghor 
and Adarighofua, 2016). 
 
 
 
 

Francis Eniekedou Bonga 



7  

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Research Development, Volume 26 No 2, April, 2017-ISSN 1596-974X 

Conclusion 
Life is gradually becoming very unbearable in several parts of Nigeria most especially the 

Oyo, Jigawa, Plateau, Benue, Anambra and Enugu states due to the constant attack arising from 
Fulani herdsmen. Thousands of people have been killed and millions of properties have been 
destroyed which forced people to leave their homes and farmland in fear of further attacks. This kind 
of violence threatens the peaceful existence of the nation. Peace education is a prerequisite for 
national integration in the nation and a tool for reshaping the mindset of individuals on best ways to 
resolve conflicts. Educational objectives and goals can be best achieved in an atmosphere devoid of 
violence and commotion. 
 
Recommendations 
In light of the above discussion and conclusion of the study, the following recommendations become 
imperative. 
1. Peace education should be included in the school curriculum as a core subject and also be studied in 
adult education programmes, Colleges of Education, Polytechnics and Universities as a general 
course. 
2. Stakeholders in the education sector should form a more lasting synergy to guarantee adequate 
funding of the system since all aspects of the curriculum from time to time need some innovations 
whose introduction is cost intensive. 
3. The government and educational planners should formulate a sound policy on peace education for 
the purpose of adopting peace as a way of life for individuals and nation. 
4. The geo-political zones in Nigeria should organized peace discussion forum in regular basis to 
address issues of national interest in the country. 
5. The Fulani herdsmen should be educated on how to graze their cattle’s in dry region through 
irrigation and in ranches.    
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